
WHAT IS AN INFILTRATION AREA? 
An in�ltration area is a small trench �lled with stone that 
collects rainwater from paved surfaces such as driveways 
and allows it to absorb into the surrounding soil. An 
in�ltration area receives rainwater from surface runo�, not 
underground pipes like a buried dry well. In�ltration areas 
are common on residential lots, where they are typically 
located next to driveways and at least 20 feet from a 
building. Their location can be identi�ed by the stone at 
the surface.

WHY ARE INFILTRATION AREAS IMPORTANT?
In�ltration areas:
�t�� Help reduce street �ooding.
�t�� Improve the health of local waterways by removing 

pollutants from stormwater runo�.

Why is it important to maintain these practices?
An unmaintained in�ltration area may:
�t�� Cause �ooding on other areas of your property if the 

stormwater is not able to �ow into the in�ltration 
area.

�t�� Require a complete replacement of the facility, which 
can be very expensive.

By maintaining your in�ltration area, you are doing your 
part to help protect your local streams and the Chesapeake 
Bay. Maintaining your in�ltration area may be required 
by your municipality or local VSMP (Virginia Stormwater 
Management Program) Authority. 

To prevent �ooding on your property or your neighbor’s 
property, keep the drainage path to your in�ltration area 
clear of any debris.

good to do...
 

Monthly
Remove sediment, vegetative  debris and trash that 
have accumulated on the gravel in�ltration area 
or the �ow path to the in�ltration area. Even small 
accumulations of sediment can cause rainwater to 
divert away from the in�ltration area.
Inspect your in�ltration after storms to make sure 
that rainwater properly drains to and through the 
in�ltration area. Standing water after 3 days means 
there is a clog in the in�ltration area. 

Seasonally
Remove leaves/debris/sediment/vegetation from 
paved surfaces and the gravel in�ltration area surface 
from April through November.
Remove leaves/debris/sediment/vegetation from 
underdrain or observation well.
Inspect structure for damage and repair as needed (i.e. 
clogged fabric �lters, replace pea gravel/topsoil, etc.)
Check for erosion and reestablish vegetation as 
needed.
Mow vegetated �lter strips, making sure clippings are 
mulched or spread away from paved or gravel areas.

As Needed
Inform contractors working on your property of the 
in�ltration area’s location to prevent accidentally 
damaging it.
To prevent damage be aware of in�ltration area 
locations when doing snow removal.
Aerate – don’t allow soil in in�ltration area to become 
compacted.
Excavate and replace �lter media.

 

Don't... 

Remove an in�ltration area or expand your driveway 
over top of the in�ltration area.
Place decks, sheds, or other structures above an 
in�ltration area.
Park cars or put any items on top of in�ltration areas.
Remove or drive over observations wells.  They should 
be kept vertical.  
Blow grass clippings into the gravel surface of the 
in�ltration area.
Mulch �ower beds adjacent to the in�ltration area.
Allow bare spots in grassy lawns near the in�ltration 
area.




